The Beginnings of Non-Intervention
country." Canning's personal acquaintance with Portugal had begun when he went to Lisbon as ambassador. His official connection with that state grew eight years later out of its relations with Brazil. During the residence of the court of Lisbon at Rio, the colony had eclipsed the mother country in importance and prosperity. When the King of Portugal had in 1821 returned to his European capital, his Brazilian subjects declared themselves an independent nation under his son, Don Pedro, as their emperor. On reassuming the Foreign Secretaryship in 1822, Canning told his Portuguese friends that Brazilian independence must be taken for an accomplished fact, but proceeded to act as mediator between the disputants. Eventually, through Charles Stuart (Lord Stuart of Rothesay), his envoy, Canning arranged the difficulty between Lisbon and Rio, and secured the acceptance by each of terms regulating their intercourse ; taking up the subject touched by Castlereagh at Vienna, he secured from Brazil, and all Portugal's American colonies, a promise to abolish the slave-trade.
Canning's diplomatic residence in Portugal, and his mediatorial offices between it and Brazil, already described, were the appropriate precursors of his succession to Castlereagh as Foreign Secretary in 1822. Thus, in Canning's second and longer term at the Foreign Office, Portugal took up almost as much of his attention as, during the Secretaryship of State that had begun in 1807, was given to Napoleon. Canning also it was who had arranged with Count Souza in London the treaty defining the Anglo-Portuguese entente of 1822 maintained throughout this period. The champions of Continental abso-
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